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Exuma was calling and 56 participants, including two from St Lucia, looking to complete a level of The Duke of Edinburghôs   
International Award answered. 
 
The Governor General's Youth Award hosted its Bahamas Award Super 
Expedition (BASE) for the first time since 2019. The annual, mega event 
provides participants from across the nation with an opportunity to explore 
new frontiers in this archipelagic chain of islands, push their limits, and 
learn from both their successes and their mistakes. 
 
Under the theme, Treasures of The Cays, the 10-day adventure kicked off 
Sunday, June 26, and wrapped up in the wee morning hours of Thursday, 
July 7. 
 
The young people, accompanied by 26 adult volunteers, made the 15-
hour voyage to George Town aboard the M/V Carib Warrior.  
 
Following their arrival and opening ceremony, they began readying them-
selves for an adventure in a new and unfamiliar setting. Team-building 
exercises were held, first aid and emergency procedures reviewed, routes 
planned, equipment checked and backpacking techniques perfected. 
 
On Thursday, June 30, Gold participants left BASE headquarters at L.N. 

Coakley High School in 
Moss Town. They were fol-
lowed by Silver on Friday, 
July 1, and Bronze later that day. All expeditions wrapped up on Sunday, July 3. 
 
ñThese last four days have not been an easy journey,ò said Kevaughn Neely. The 
Gold participant from C.V. Bethel Senior High School experienced several bumps 
in the road. He skipped breakfast on the first day, suffered from a bout of heat ex-
haustion and wounded both his toe and foot after tripping over a tree stump. 
 
ñI persevered and I toiled through it. Itôs a relief that I am finished.ò 
 
At the highest Award level Gold, there is also a Gold Residential Project where 
youths carry out meaningful work via a community service initiative.  
 

ñI think we can take a few pages out of GGYAôs book when it comes to the level of 
organization in camping,ò said Robert Thomas, a St Lucia native who works with 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award in the capital, Castries. (cont. on page 2)  
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(GGYA  scores with BASE in Exuma é..cont. from  page 1) 
ñAll in all, they did a marvelous job. Everything happened the 
way it was supposed to occur.ò  
 
Thomas brought two participants, one Gold and one Silver, to 
experience the super expedition. 
 
For Thomas, the take-away is, ñperhaps itôs time for St Lucia to 
have a go at hosting an inter-island expedition in partnership 
with Duke of Edinburgh Award operators in the Windward    
Islands ï Dominica, St Vincent and Grenada.  
 
ñThis experience helped to foster good relations between our 
territories. I think that's one of the things that is lacking within 
the programme in the Caribbean.ò 
 
BASE 2022 was a larger event than its 2019 predecessor which 
saw 37 youths travel to Long Island, Rum Cay and San        
Salvador. 
 
The annual gathering aims to broaden the experience of young 
people through living and working with others they have not met 
before. 
 
ñWe learned how to co-operate. We learned each other's     
differences. We learned how to get along,ò said Kevin Jean, a 
participant from The Beacon School in Grand Bahama, The 
Bahamas. (Submitted by: Precision Media) 

2022 3rd  Quarter Events:  

September  
7th ï Management Council Executive Meeting ï 6pm  
8th - Award Volunteers Meeting (New Providence) ï 4pm 
14th ï Board of Trustees Meeting ï 10am 
15th ï Award Volunteers Meeting (Grand Bahama) ï 4:30pm 
15th  ï 16th ï Grand Bahama Unit visits  
17th ï International Coastal Clean-up  
24th - GGYA ñActivities Showcaseò ï 10am ï 2pm  
 
October 
2nd ï Youth March  (New Providence) 
8th ï Water Safety Day  
9th ï 16th ï International Award Foundation Forum, Romania  
18th ï Management Council Executive Meeting ï 6:00pm 
21st ï 23rd - Silver Q/Gold P Expedition ï Location TBA 
30th ï Youth March (Grand Bahama) 
 
November  
4th ï 6th - Silver Q/Gold P Expedition ï Grand Bahama units 
15th - Bronze & Silver Awards Ceremony - New Providence 
17th - Bronze & Silver Awards Ceremony ï Grand Bahama 
19th ï20th - Bronze Q Expeditionï New Providence unit (Eleuthera) 
22nd ï Management Council Executive Meeting ï 6:00pm 
 
December  
3rd  ï AIDS/HIV Awareness Walk  
5th ï International Volunteersô Day 
22nd  ï Office closed @ 5pm ñHappy Holidayò 
 

*Dates & Times Subject To Change* 


